Democracy and Catholicism in XXth century Lithuania-
Lithuania, like many other coutiries of Easterii

story of demoeratization durimg XXih centuiy- A

has entered the first.experiment. of democratic. governance, which lastec
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one decade. In the end of 1928 the demogratic pghfmgT system. wag enhstitute

authoritarian re

aggressive plans of two totalitaria
lasted half a century, has left a very deep imprint in the political culture and even mentality of
Lithuania’s pe

after the collapse of the Soviet system in 1990, A critical rethinking of the Soviet past, even if

quite dynamic in the academic sphere, is hardly visible in the public sphere, were nostalgia

for ,,good soviet times” is still alive and strengthened by the cffoits of former sovict officials
to influence collective memory.

One of the principal questions, we must inevitably answer, when focusing on the
contemporary history of Lithuania, is the role of Catholicism for the fate of democrae,

country. Was it advancing democratization or responsible for the failures of democratic

history, thus constituting
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domingied by ideat
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well as defects of ¢

1) Inthe period since 1918 until 1926 publi

of Christian derrocracy: It is-fimportant to poinroat fire-vidaesas—

I, why Lithnania so anickly

retreated from the path of d yatic devy it. Or i ;y%jrs othor factors there were
—- of more relevance, such as the horitage of Russian rule-or the goneral-tendeneiesof
political thought prevailing at the moment in Europe?
2) In the period of authoritarian rule (1927-1940) the dense network of Catholic social
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distinctly strengthened self-consciousness of the Catholic community and have

prepared it for future challenges. More detailed research in this field would help to
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ack up or deny sucl & thesis. This period was also a time of & very vivid developineitt
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—of Catholi¢ intelicctual life i Lithuania, whicn gy generaied quiic Urigiiiar COMUops -
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