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In his brief essay “De la liberté de conscience”, the Renaissance author and philosopher
Michel de Montaigne holds up as his hero the fourth-century Roman emperor Julian, labeled by

later (hostile) generations the Anostate . Montaigy

Edward Gibbon got him in immediate trouble with Church authorities, and was one of the

Rome in person in order to persuade the Vatican censors to allow hi
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wonders what Montaigne could have said to get himself.

pagan Juliamr as an exemplum of moral and political virtue, prai

fostered as a civic ideal; while
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Montaigne wrote during the Wars of Religion, when French Catholics and Protestants

spent more than twenty years slaughtering each other. The questions of freedom of conscience

]

of religious toleration, and of the kind of state most likely to foster internal and cxternal peace
were therefore not abstractions to Montaigne, himself a moderate Catholic who played an

important role in bringing about the compromises that brought an end to the civil war,

Montaigne’s responses to these quectiong are conditioned, then by his exnerience of the Wars of
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Religion, but alse by his ancestry--he descended from Spanish Jews who fled religious

persecution in their homeland..and by Rensissance encounters with. the New World
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larger vestigation of appioaches torthe Giher in Momtaigine, Lévi

portions of which will be suitable for publication in literary journals such as PMLA, L Esprit

créateur, or Modern Philology, as well as interdisciplinary




